
 

 

  Catholic Independent Schools Kamloops Diocese 
  Office of the Superintendent 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
March 13, 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents, Staff and Students, 
 
 
The Superintendent’s Office, together with local school administrators, continues to actively monitor the 
coronavirus known as COVID-19 and its development locally and throughout the world. We continue to 
work in conjunction with the provincial Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education, and the Federation of 
Independent Schools Association of BC to provide frequent updates of information that are regularly 
distributed to school families and staff. At this time, the Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC) has 
assessed the public health risk associated with COVID-19 as low for Canada. Public health risk is 
continually re-assessed as new information becomes available.1 
 
Attached is a letter from the Ministry of Education (Deputy Minister Scott MacDonald, March 13, 2020) 
regarding BC’s response to the COVID-19 global pandemic, which includes the advisement to avoid 
any non-essential travel outside of Canada, and for those who do travel outside Canada, to self-isolate 
for 14 days after returning to BC.  In light of this direction, we are asking our community members to 
carefully consider their out of country travel plans. Should your family be affected by self-isolating after 
spring break, please remember to inform the school of your child’s absence, and contact your health 
care provider upon your return.  
 
Due to these advisories that are based on the best interest of public health and safety as well as those 
recommended by Minister Dix, the Minister of Health, and Dr. Bonnie Henry, the Provincial Health 
Officer2,  the CISKD Board of Directors have authorized the cancellation of school-related international 
travel until further notice. Decisions regarding CISKD school field trips within British Columbia and 
Canada scheduled to occur over the next few months shall be made in consultation with direction from 
Government Authorities, local school administrators and the CISKD Superintendent of Schools.  
 
At the moment, our schools are still scheduled to re-open after spring break on Monday March 30th.  If 
there is any change to this date, or if there is updated information to provide to you, it will be emailed to 
parents, as well as posted on the school website. Information will also be available on the CISKD 
website: www.ciskd.ca.  
 
Our CISKD schools shall continue to ensure facilities are properly, thoroughly and regularly cleaned 
and sanitized. Students and school staff are encouraged and reminded to help decrease their risk of 
infection by practicing the following proper respiratory and hand hygiene etiquette as outlined by the 
BC Ministry of Health, both during Spring Break and upon return to school: 
 

• Frequently washing hands with soap and water for 20 seconds before rinsing (or an alcohol-
based gel sanitizer if soap and water are not readily available); 

• Avoid touching one’s face to minimize transmission 

• Covering one’s mouth and nose with a disposable tissue (and dispose immediately, followed 
again by handwashing) or the crease of an elbow when sneezing or coughing; 

• Not sharing food or drinks, and, 

• Staying home when feeling and demonstrating signs of illness.3  

 
1https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html#a3  
2 https://globalnews.ca/news/6668957/bc-coronavirus-update-march-12/ 
3 https://www.healthlinkbc/health-feature/coronavirus-covid-19  
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It is important for the safety of all of our students and school staff that families keep their children home 
if there is any risk of infection or signs of illness, however mild, or as directed by a medical health 
professional. As with any illness or absence from school, our principals and teachers will work with 
families to ensure that student learning can continue.  
 
To confirm, at this point in time, CISKD schools are anticipating to remain open after the break unless 
advised otherwise by health or education authorities, and/or if the safety of students and staff is 
compromised. Options are currently being investigated to permit learning to continue in alternate ways 
should such a circumstance arise.  
 
As COVID-19 continues to develop over the next weeks and months, I wish to reassure you that the 
health and wellness of our students, staff and community remains our top priority. Developments, 
locally, provincially, nationally and internationally, will continue to be monitored by CISKD and its 
leadership team.  Our office, in addition to school communication of government correspondence, shall 
continue to provide timely information and additional resources as they become available. Please visit 
our website for regularly updated information.4 
 
We continue to pray for the health and well-being of all, and that through our collective pro-active 
practices, prevention is within reach to keep our local school communities, and those most vulnerable 
within and beyond them, safe. Thank you, in advance, for your attention to these matters and have a 
safe Spring Break holiday.  
 

 
Sincerely, 

 

 
 
Holly Paluck 
Superintendent of Schools 

 
4 https://ciskd.ca/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
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